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.Mr. Ilr ail's Letter.
Hiivan'm letter on the sub-

ject of neutrality addressed l Chair-

man Shim: of Hie Senate (.'oniinlltco on

rmelgn Itelailuiis Is an ovtriiordinnry
dixMimeiit. It bus a twofold purimse.
It is lulendeil primarily to check the
growing hostility to Hie Administration
that lias been olred in varloiimiiaitcrs
In the I'lilled Slates by elements In

sympathy with the Teutonic alliance.
Secondly, ll gives notice to the world

that the I'lllled Slates regards the pro-poi.-

that It prohibit shipments
to hcllk'trciits ai wi.liniit slaudlu In

International law. The obvious conclu-

sion to be drawn therefore Is that the
Aitmliil-trntlo- u disapproves the pendlut:
priihlbltiiry Iegllatlon.

A cali'iirkal denial Is made to
chai-ire- s that the Iovernment h.i

favored the Allies, llmpbasls Is laid on

the f..el thai all of the troubles th.it
row the 1'nlleil Slates In Its

International relations arNe from llrit-K- b

I'lHilroI of the blub seas.
Mr. Mma.n'h letter was written 'n

re;,!,- to a communication forwarded P.
the Slate Department I iy Chairman
Skim. Mr. Si om, who has a large Ger--i

in.n.c oiivtltiioiicv. embodied the eharires
f iinneutr.il mis on the part of tlii

t tilled Stales In twenty counts, setting
forth specllle Instates of alleged

favoritism inward the Allies, particu-
larly Crcii ltiitalii. In the liryau let-I- i

r the Administration altitude is

suin iic l up lu one ftlgiilllcnut sentence:

'il Is the biifiiii-- s of a belligerent
operating on the high M'as. mil the duty
of a iieulrnl. to prevent contraband from
reaching an enemy."

The effect of the I'.ryan letter on n

sentiment in this country will

be watched with keen Interest. The
forces favorable to the prohibitory leg-

islation have been well organized and
direct) d. The fact Is recognized by

the Administration, which recks to make
Its Hislilon as a ueulral clear to the
world and at the same time chock If
jsissilile u movement that presents a

serious political menace.

Congress Should Imestignte the Do-

minican Scandal.
The manner lu which our Govern-nieii- l

has lent the helping hand of ser-
vice and uplift to the neighboring Do-

minican republic is Imperfectly re-

vealed by the Investigation now ii
progress. Tills Inquiry, however,

conducted in the name of the
President, has been practically an In-

vestigation by the Investigated.
If so lunch that is scanilaloiis and

humiliating has hecu shown concerning
the American administration of Do-

minican liuamial affairs, particularly
under Secretary Huyan, what might
we expect from an Impartially relent
less e.Miliiluiilloii by a thoroughgoing
committee of Congress?

Such an Inquiry N sure lo come.
Conner or later; and for the nation's
c,ood nann'. the sooner llie better.

'I'm. Si n begs leave to add that in
argiug a wider and more penetrating
uvcsiigiiilnii of llie relations of the
i.iic Depaiiiiicul and lis agents to
loniliileuii a II a Irs we have no Idea
hil the scandal would be found to in

volve Secretary Itin n lu Hie personal
ml pecuniary sens1. We do not he- -

iee him capable of participation lu
I or graft at the expense of our un

iiui' ile llille ward. The further ills
'usurer, concerning the Secretary of
:aio, If any. would relate to his gross

ii.'oaipeleucy, the numbness of his
eiise of ollhial dignity and propriety
ad the deafness and dumbness of his

. ulillcal coiisclcii'-e- .

Was King Albert Instilled?
One of the quest Ions Incidental to the

"urope.iu war lo the serious discussion
r which much lime and thought will

Uerealtcr be devoted concerns the de.
umuu of King A i. inn r of Belgium lo
oniMise the passage of the Gorman army
cross Ids territories, a decision which
i'lvolved his country In the war, resulted
in the devastation of its towns and fcr
lie ileitis and reduce,! Us people to
ruin. To the Inevitable consequences
of this adventure every consideration of
material well being was opposed; miii
porting It was Iho ardor of a brnvo peo

pie defending- - the integrity of their
homes ituil the honor of their nation.

That the lives nnl troHrty of his
subjects were not lightly Kncrl tired by
their gallnnt ruler Is to be tnken for
granted. Yet there will iiiiiiuesllotiubly
ho men who, while Hloutly liinliilnlnlnR
thiit they lire iillve to the requirements
of honor, will nevertheless criticise tho
ii(loitlon of the course which the Hoi
glnn (iovernment followed. Against
their contention it strong argument can
undoubtedly be made: the two sides of
the mutter offer opportunity for endless
disputation.

Years after the last shot Is tired on
the hnttlellelds of the debate
will continue on the problem that may
thus be stated: ltesolved, Thai King
Aliikrt of Hclgltiin was not Justified In

the decision he reached In 1(11 1.

Drlvliif; Ituslness l'roni New Yorh. a
Much ittlentlon has been given of late so

to the disastrous effects of the city's
multiple Inspection system, with Its
corollary, the ordering of gxhmiIvu
changes, iihiii the real estate lntercts hut
of this city. Hut In the recent letter
which Mr. H. II. .Iohnhton, presldeni
of the Automobile Dealers Association, the
wrote to Mr. I.i.m-tt- II. (Jary, chair
man of the Mayor's committee on un-

employment. It Is shown t tin t the evil
works nut Into the tlebl of general In-

dustry and business, pa rn lysine enter-
prise to no smalt degree,

Conditions In New York have about
come to the point where It Is Impossible
to make any estimate of expenses for of
it year ahead or to count on the con-

tinuous use of any premises devoted to
trade or Industry. No sooner Is a con-

cern put In smooth working order, no
sooner Is n tinalicial programme ar-
ranged which means a fair prollt, when
In pops the Inspector of some depart-
ment or other ripping the whole scheme
to pieces. of

The ilio of the bulldinr Is lo- -t for the
weeks or months while the alterations
are In progress. The cost of the work at
eals up all the expected profits, even
though they could be realized. The the
worst of ll Is that the complete com-
pliance with the present requirements
guarantees no security for the future.
Not only may some other department
come In a few weeks or a few months
later with demands for some other class
of work equally expensive and obstruc-
tive, but other inspectors of the same
department, with new zeal and a new
set of Ideals, may cause this year's
work to be ripped out and done all over
again In a year or two. In

All this monstrous anil oppressive
folly Is iiuH)ed on business In the
name of reform. Theories of mechani-
cal safety anil hygiene are enforced to on

the ruin of employers and the impover-
ishment inof llie employees whom lh.'y
are -- upposeil to benefit. No wonder.
as Mr. .Iohnhton says, employ- - j

m
. .

'..;, V1 hnpiy elol up" their estai.- -

Ilslnuenls until such time as adnilnls-- ,

Ira live sanity has taken the place of
regulative mania." No wonder that
others have simply gone to other cities
and States, leaving their people to tind
work as best they may.

It Is all wrong. Inspection and pre- -
In'tuition are excellent thlnns within rei- - .

... ... . , . .t.i.. 1 1. ..i ? t. ti.oj moil-.- . mil it in oosoitl ll
regulate business off the face of the
earth. At least the city should be
bound by lis own acts, nml when any

ofstabllshnient has once conformed Itself
lo olllelal requirements il should be
Immune from new exactions for a -

loil of years sullkieiit to work off the
iiitlay. Further, the city should fie
ompelk'd lo combine Its Inspections

and requirements In one act so that the
use of buildings and financial pro-
grammes should suffer a minimum of
interferenic.

Telephoning lo San Francisco.
San Francisco will talk with New- -

York by telephone Mayor Itot.eii
will exchange greetings with .Mayor
Mncm.i.: Alkxamikh Graham Hi.i.i.
and Thomas A. Fdison will congratu
late each other on the latest stride
made by the Invention with which their
names are Immortally associated. It Is

memorable event In the history of
long distance communication. It Is the
culmination of half a century of Indi
vidual concentration on a great Idea,
the climax of more than forty years of
practical experiment. Hit by hit the
line of wire lias lengthened out until
It spans llie continent and binds the
farthest distant residents of the coun-
try with a new bond of Intimacy.

The great achievement Is the prod
uct of private aspiration mid private
effort. The Government lias not con-

tributed a dollar to iho result. Save
the ordinary protection afforded under
the patent law It has helped in no way,
shape or manner. Private Impulse, pri-

vate capital, private devotion to the
public Interests have been all sufficient
to this magnificent history of scientific
and economic progress,

While attempts at conversation be
tween cities lu l.nglnnd, in France, in
Germany, with their Stalo owned tele-
phone systems, remain a hitter Joke,
while the effort lo talk between Paris
and lyondnii Is almost an Incredible ad
venture to the people of the two cities.
enlightened brings the
coasts of the Fulled States. ,i.(HJl miles
apart, within speaking range. Surely
there is a lesson here.

I'ho Cotton Tool mill Hie Ship Hill,
Mr. McAnoo'H cotton pool seems in

be hardly the success which the Secre-
tary of the Treasury proclaimed ll last
November. According to reports from
Washington the total amount for which
the $10fi.00i,0iM) loan fund has been
lapped by cotton borrowers Is $10,000,
This news does not surprise discerning
observers, but the uctiial failure of the
McAdoo cotton pom to accomplish any-
thing contains a lesson for an Adminis-
tration bent on the statutory enactment
of the vicious scheme for a Government
merchant ninrlne.

The cotton loan fund was an extraor-
dinary undertaking. Involving the ma-

nipulation of private credit under gov-

ernmental direction and saddling on
the Federal Itescrve Hoard work which
was expressly forbidden by the very
law of Its being, Had It not been for
the pernicious persistence, of the Sccre- -
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tnry of the Treasury the cotton loan
pool would never havo been formed.

The original suggestion for the proj-

ect camo from some Mississippi Valley
hankers, but It was promptly confiscated
by .Mr. MrAdoo for reasons best known
to himself, possibly In pursuance of
his policy of manifesting the extreme
sensitiveness of file Administration lo
any isilltlcal uproar In I lie South. Kit-tie- r

Ids direction the project was ma-

terially altered until Its original In-

ventors were ready lo disown It. and
through his lusislence the loan fund
was created b. subscription dragooned
from the banking community of the
country.

Itnuklng supiiort was given to the
McAdoo cotton pool on account of Wash-
ington nml not' on account of the real
necessities of the cotton situation. It
did not express bunking Judgment that
the pool was practlcnl or required from

business sliindpolnt. It represented,
far as bankers were concerned, a

somewhat compulsory concession to the
isilltlcal considerations which were as-
sumed to lie Inlluenelng the Treasury,

It Is doubtful If the subscribers be-

lieved that It would ever Im a real fac-

tor In the restoration and recovery of
cotton market.

Speaking generally, the plan was al-

ways eiimlicrwime If not absolutely un-

workable. Ssaklng speellleally, ll was
iimvonnmlc In that It aimed to uo
private credit under governmental aus-

pices to help cstahlHi the basis of
prices for a staple commodity, whereas
prices customarily provide a large part

the basis of credit. Moreover, even
while the cotton pool was In process of
completion It was being rendered

by developments.
It was predicted at the time that

with the reopening of the cotton ex-

changes an ample supply of credits for
cotton would be provided 111 the cus-
tomary fashion, and the explanation

the failure of the cotton pool is that
restoration nf normal market fa

cilities has led to a movement of cotton
rising prices from the grower lo the

consumer. To lluaiuing this movement
inauguration of the Federal Iteserve

banking system has contributed, but
this also was foreseen when Mr. o

was rounding up banking sub-

scriptions for the pool.
it Is not to the Mlnt lo review all

the remarkable circumstances of th.s
episode in Treasury history. It suf-llre- s

to say that It denoted yielding by
the Administration to Just such a
"pressure of what apis-ar- s to lie neces-

sity" as President Wilson deprecated
his admirable Utile speech lo the

delegation of the cotton growers who
called at the White House In Septem-
ber to urge direct (iovernment loans

col ion. The .McAdoo cotton pool
was the Administration's compromise

this matter, and the fact that ll b

now seen to have been uncalled for
only emphasizes ll as Jn- -t such an uu

wl,S" .'T1""","'" ""'I'i"1 tTmiT!'l
' '

, . '
u

. .
11,111 ll'lll lllf Vt ll'.l p., .',,.-
avoided.

To-da- y an apparent necessity for the
hasty extemporization of an American
merchant marine Is asserted as an ar-

gument for setting up the Government
the shipping trade. Precisely as In

ml 1 of the cotton l, the whole
Administration argument Is one of ap-

parent necessity. Yet precisely as :n

the case of the cotton pool, the weight
economic evidence and business

U overwhelmingly against the
experiment.

The Truth About tlie Submarine
Flotilla.

In bis annual rejsirt Secretary Dan-IM.- S

either uilslisl the country In what
he said about the submarine lint tin

or he knew very Utile about llie sub-

marine service. It Is the Secretary' .4

business to be well Informed about the
navy, and Ignorance of Its condition Is

only less pardonable than Indirection
and downright misrepresentation. No

one could read the paragraphs which
Mr. Damm.s devoted to submarines
In his report ami not form the satis-
factory conclusion that the navy was
well equipped with that type of war-

ship. Ilstlinallng Hint the Fulled Stal-'- s

had llfty-ou- e submarines built anil
building, as compared with M for Fug-laud- ,

71! fo- - France and 111 for Ger-

many, the Secretary said: "II will be
seen that the Fulled States has a sub
marine Hot I In relatively and actually
very powerful." He went on to say that
Germany, with a larger Heel than ours,

has less submarines." and lie added:!
'As far as the submarines themselves
ire concerned it Is believed that ours
are on a par with any in iho world."

It was reassuring to be lold all this
bv Secretary Dami.i.s; the Impression
made on the mllid was that Iho Fulled
Slates had a heller submarine service
than the Germans and that It was fit

and ready for the lest of war. Hut
Commander Yatks Stiri.i.mi, .lr of the
submarine llotilla. who Is not only one
of the most otlleient oillcers lu the
navy but n recognized authority cm so.i
power, gave the country a very dif-

ferent Idea of the uiatier when he les-tille-

before the House Naval Coininlt-le- e

recently. Commander Sriuu.v,
made the staggering statement that
when the Commander In Chief of the
Heel asked 111 m recently how tunny sub-

marines were in condition for sea ser
vice lie had to answer that there was
only one. We quolo from a synopsis of
Coniinaniler STini.iNo's testimony:

"One suhmnrlno had broken her crank-
shaft on a voyage fiom Newport. An-

other had burned out a motor bearing.
Another had only half her batteries vvmk-In-

and could be submerged but a short
time and nt low speed."

Of the K type Ibis responsible oilieer
said that he would not consider them
good boats, lie was of the opinion
that tho Fulled Stales was mil as well
advanced In submarines as some other
nations were, Iho llrltisli, Germans and
French, for Instance. Speaking of tho
five submarines at Colon he said Hint
their torpedoes were not of Iho best
and they were old boats. It was plain
from the Commander's testimony that
he thought that most of the thirty-eigh- t

submarines built were not Riittleleutly
modern, and that there was uu urgent

need of large, seagoing mibmnrlnes with
I he. latest equipment. Last ntituniu
only four submarines of eighteen at
tached to tho Atlnutlc fleet could be
used In tho mniueuvres. Obviously tho
submarine service has been far below
standard for a year past, and modern
crafl, such as the Germans are using
In their North Sea raids, are mostly of
the future. There can be no doubt
that Commander knew pre-
cisely what he was talking about.

Secretary Iand:i.h In writing his re-o-

was either crassly Ignorant of
existing conditions or he was trying
to pull the wool over the eyes of tho
American people. Fortunately there
are oillcers In the navy wiio are ready
to speak out when Iho regulations per-
mit them to.

I'ooilstulT aro ranked us comlltliiii.il
ontrnb.uiil nail may ! lawfully nlilppeil

to territory of belligerents when In fact
not ilpMltieil or Intended ii n miiplp- - for
tho belllKi'mit Oovernttient or Us armed
forces. Hrcrttary IIiitan.

The above was .Mr. Hiivan's reply,
which Is Hound International law, to mi
Inquiry by iho shippers of the Wlttiol-nilna- 's

cargo of foodstuffs as to the
position they would be In If the tlrltlsh
seized the Vessel. Tho Wllholtnlnu, for-
merly n llrltisli vessel and now Ameri-
can, salted on for Rotterdam
and Hamburg. She carries wheat, corn,
bran and incuts, and the shippers urn
prepared to furnish n guaranty from
the (termini ('iovernment that these
foodstuffs will not tie consumed by tho
military forces. There Is no doubt that
the Cermnii people are In need of food
supplies, although they are not yet on
half rations.

The Wllhelmlna may be stopped on
the high seas for an examination of
her papers, as she is bound for Ham-
burg; but Uhe International law appli-
cable to the vap Is so clear it was
staled with precision by Lord Kamkm'iiv
In the ltoer war tlkit the tlrltlsh (iov-
ernment will hardly commit the follv of
capturing the Wllhelmlna as n prize,
however provoking It may lie to see n
procession of American ships landing
cargoes of foodstuffs nt Hamburg for
the consumption of the German people,
(treat Itrltaln's only remedy would lie
to establish n close blockade, proclaim
and maintain it.

Speaking of tihe proposed exhaustive
Inquiry Into the labor situation Insti-
tuted by the Itockcfeller Foundation,
Mr. Sam Gomtkim told the- Federal In-

dustrial relations probers that:
"Their research will not carry convic-

tion lo the workers or greatly Inlhieiice
erntilo ees. Neither will they decrease
nor alleviate unrest."

Why not? l'erhiiiej this Is a eae
wheto Mr. Gomtkiis does not speak for
nil the workers. Of course nothing will
Mtttsty lilm but his own dictatorship In
thought as well as action. Hut the
workers in general may have more
rt'irewdness and less egotism. At any
rate, the results of the Inquiry will have
a great influence on public opinion at
large. The foundation has taken
pains to insure Its Impartiality by se-

lecting a Canadian, Mr. W. Lyon i:

Kino, who has served the Do-

minion as Minister of Labor and made
n strong record for his sympathy with
the worker;, to conduct it. In this way
It was sought to free the results from
the slightest suspicion of prejudice.

The Island of Cuba has been suffering
a succession of misfortunes. The war
while It brought large profits to the

... ,,,,!,. ' rt ,.--.,- ,J u ,1,
tobacco Interests and the growers bad
made up their minds to small or no
protlts on the new crop. As it turns
out they may have no crop to sell The
winter has been the rainiest In the
memory of living people and the to-

bacco plants have been all but totally
destroyed. The sugar plantations hnve
been dnmaged als-- a. The country has
been Hooded and the ground too wet for
the cotters to get .nt the canes, The
people hope to recoup somewhat
through n greater Influx th in com-
mon of visitors from the Foiled .'tales,
w'ao. being shut out from Kuropo. may
tube the opportunity to see something
of exotic America. To make Havana
mote nttiHotive lo wealthy tourists, a
track for horse racing has been Inld
out in tho Mnrianan suburb. It Is said
to lie one of the largest III the world.
The races were to have begun in the
middle of December, but at that time
the giound was a sea of mud. So far
the only result of the enterprise has
been an ImmlgriUhm (f "sports" on
whom the llnlmicso look askance. Hut
the racing season Is planned to last Into
March and holies are still high of Hoods
of American gold.

ill initi politics for failure, nf bank
Hi mil nr

Politics ami business never did m!
successfully.

Winn IUiihv K Tmw was cheered
on his wav to .New lorn, no pronaoiy
m ule up his mind to run for olllce ns
soon as his other enagcmenLs will per
mit an appea' to ibe electorate.

HINT FOR ECONOMISTS,

t'oiaiulllee Clerks In I be Legislature
Might lie Hlspenseit With.

To tiih l.orroii oe Tub Hui .Sir- A

Kre.ii many inuolnrs nt the Lcj(lslatii".'
who are iniiiiben. of the majority party
have w Ii it I lln call "connnltti-- clerks.
who .lite ml only the. l.iHt day to sliiti
their names and draw from jaiin to J.'iOi).
This In politic. il p.ip for wunl bieleis

llie Legislation p.iMse about the clou'
of the session what Is known as a Niipplt'- -

iniaital bill, whirl) provides for the abov
K r.t Intr. Tins sjsleni lias been koIiik in
for years, and Ibis neaii every nieiil-bc- r

of llie Legislature knows.
.1. f. Ilorr.

Munu.nTovv m, N. V., .I.imiaiy ill.

Piitllnie the I'itt lln In I'm.
'rem Ihe Kennihee Jnuriml

lliililile FUlier, known us "llie Steulien
fm buy." he Ii, snlv li e.tri old
and welRhri IK, pound-- hnn been tued ft" n
lee les-le- all wlnler by hU pUvuoib . e

If the lee unuld hnlil Unhide II would
hold anv nf llie rent. Hut hU luirrnt- - hnve
put a rep In It fline IiIm n,irrr,vt en'iipe
frem ilruwnhiff tind VVhl'te tkut-ln- c

nn Die river Tuetnlu) with ri.irenre ,iu-ze- ll

llnhble h RiiInK nheml u unu.il un--

nublenly Hie lie went under him and he
fell lu. very fnrlunntely ne.ir the i"hnre n

that he wan up to hli hhmilderH. t'liireme
made a ilenperatt effort to pull out hl play-mate- ,

but Unhide wan ho heavy thai he wai
unable in do io. He then ran for help,
ereatlnc Krrat oiodtenienl, and a number nf
people Mvarmed In the nbnro to the re-- :i ue.
Meanwhile llnldile ruananed In break tho Ice,

until he could walk anhore and met bin

HMI l'l,
t'ttnu the Homtitty ytnmtnee

luepiiril by lire fainou. rpreatlou how
pi muiinc e Trieinyl" a i urrerpnmient han
ciejted the following:

A ilninl who dwlt In I'riemyel
Iuilvrtnil) sat on n thytli

Tho It rrlnl pnlnd
V tit' U "le dnd

And nn. .oi I br.'.lf nil, a whj.tl

ATt AMAZING RULING.

Will the Treasury's Arbitrary llullnir
Itc Allowed to Stand?

To tiik KniTon ov Tub sun Mr.' Your
article on "An Atmtzlnir Itnllnir About tho
Income Tax" raises tho question of thollovvs:
rlKlit of a Government buteuu to tnnku The Dacla is a steniner which was
arbitrary rulings and Interpretations of I owned and operated by the Hamburg-act- s

whleh It la Us duty to enforce. 1 American Hleainshlp Compali). Hbe was
should like to read vour studied opinion Interned on account of the war In the bar
on this phase of tho matter. .

Whcn a competent court of law has In-- 1

terpreled tin act we rccognlio the fact j

that such Interpretation Is the law and
that It must bn obeyed. Hut must an
equal reverence, bn paid to tho opinion of
.Mr. JIcAilis) or Jlr. Unborn? Aro their
opinions any better than yours or nilao
until they havo been so declared oy a
court? And are they likely to bo sus
tained? Aro the various departments
over In HRreenient? Referring lo tho cor
poration tax law of I SOD, Montgomery's
"Auditing" says

"Kor some thno after tho passago of :bo
art the Trensury Department
and tho Attorney-General- 's Department

were unable lo agree as to Iho
method of collection, tho exemptions, Ac."

In this cuso It was the Attorney-Gen-end- 's

Department that finally "hacked
down," tho Treasury Department having
taken the common sense stand of Inter-
preting the law with reference to sclen-titl- e

nrroillitlng practice, although It was
necessary lo glvn It, mm written, all awful
twist In order so to do. Hut bad such
action not been tnken by the collecting
department tho attempt to collect would
havo resulted In endless litigation.

That such litigation would havo resulted
unftvornbly for the (Iovernment Is evi-

denced by the outcome of one caito re-
ported In tho work l havo previously re-

ferred to. Tho Government sued the
NildssliiK lllnes Company on a tiuestlun
of depreciation. Judge Lacombc not only
found for tho company but In Ids charge
be thoroughly punctured tho theory held
by the Department up to that time.

If nn act Is so loosely drawn ns to
leave questions ns to Its Intent, what
right has the, collecting agency to sottlo
i hose questions offhand?

Gnonnn R. Cur.TtB.
NoRWAl.K. Conn., January 23.

How the Hilling Affects an Fnfnrltinnle
Investor.

To Tilt: L'niTcm oy TUB SUN Sir.' I
was much interested in your leading
article "An Amailiiu Killing Alxiut the In-

come Tax," and desire heartily to Indorse
tho opinion therein expressed.

In the return made by :i client of mlno
for 1913 bo showed a Ions of about $3,000
resulting from a purchase and sale of red
estate betwe-- n March, I912, and Decem-
ber 31. It whs not allowcJ, for tho
en son that as be was not a real esta'J

dealer be could not have mado tho lot!
"in trade" as contemplated by the law.

In the same icturn tho same client
showed a loss of loaned money during
the period covered by the return of more
than J2S.000, the name usulting from tho
bankruptcy of tho debtor. This deduc-
tion was not allowed, since mv client was
not a banker or money lender encaged
In that "trade" ns contemplated by tho
Income tax law.

In both rases, however, the revenue
ofliclals advised me very positively that
If mv client had made a profit of $3,000
on his real estate transaction, or had re-- 1

ceiveo payment oi me, t.s.uuo on tne
notes lie held, he would lie railed upon
to pay nn Income tax upon both sums.

Vour characterization of iteh rulings
as unreasonable anil absurd errs only In
mililneKS or expression In October last
I filed with the Department formal claim
for the refund of the amount of tnx
paid upon these two Items, t'p to thJ
present I have had no reply, and doubtless
nl'.all be forced Into the courts lo establish
my client's rights.

I have no anxiety ns to the result of
a Judicial determination of the question,
but It seems moat unjust to force a cltlicn
and taxpayer to the expense njid delay
of llticatlon to overturn such n "fool
ruling." Lawyer.

Nkw York, January 23.

A Sperlllc Illustration.
To tiik Kditor or Tin: Hun I'tr: "Touch

ing on and appertaining to" your article
y on "An Am izlng Itullnjr About the

Income Tax." let us tnke a concrete ease,
tn mil A bouBht 100 shares Uethleheni
Steel common at $30. He sold at HO,
clearing ft, 000.

Next d iy. having reconsidered, ie
boiiEht nt the same prlre. In August

J3.000 and sold the shares at 130.
There Is neither piollt nor loss on the
sales, but the Government calls the re-

sult of the first transaction Income and
therefore a taxable asset, and of the sec-
ond loss of principal.

As an honent w iy of doing business It
Is about on a par with the parcel post
method of transporting gold, flour and
ore In racks nnd not paylnir the carriers,
ye' the ofliclals back of It all are Investi-
gating corporations, "it g lo laugh." or
It would be were we not ashamed of our
rulers, than whom there are no greater
preachers of uprightnes. M.

Atlantic Citt. N. J.. January 23.

LAGGARD JUSTICE.
Certainty anil Swiftness of Punishment

What the State Needs.
To tiik KniTon ok Tiik Son .sir; The

important point to which the attention nf
the public should be called, now that
Cassldy nnd Willett are In prison, in the
delay In putting them there.

What is to be said about tho adminis-
tration of justice? (i.sily, a powerful po-

litical boss, sells a nomination to I lie Su-

preme Court to Willett; he Is arrested
X iveniber 21, 1011, and Is landed In SIiik
Sine January 13. 101.'. Il takes moie
than time cars to do tho Job. Is this
si'inetblUK lo be proud of. or Is It a erl-o-

rellrotlon on our Judicial machinery?
It Icok more than two jenrs to convict

I'assldv . Then be appealed and obtained
me of tlume convenient "certificates of
reasonable doubt.'' Klghl months later the
ei.nvictiou was alliimed by the Appellate
Division, another appeal and another "cer-llllca-

of leasonable doubt," and tloee
months later th" Cotnt of Appeals ultimo d
the conviction nnd cancelled Cisld's last
stopover on his way to prlsini. It Is un
fortunate that such delajs aie possible

What we ms'd In this Stnte 1h eirtaitit
nnd swiftness In the administration of
the criminal law. livery case Ilka that
of Thaw or I'isslily lends to bring the
ndtnlnlstratioii of Justice Into contempt.

Now York, January 23. V. II. R

THE PRICE AMERICA PAYS.

Too High liven to Assure Mr. Wilson's
Personal Cotnforl.

To tiik LtUToi! or Tut: Son Mir: It
would seem thai the price which is paid
for linvhiK Hryan penned up In tho fold
Is prohibitive.

When om 1'iesblent wrole the fifth
volume of Ids history of the American
people he made on paitrs LIS-- 1 fin dun
rote of the fact that thirty-fou- r years
ago even political expediency was not
well served by the spoils system.

It might be worth while tn quoin the
hlhtorl m Wilson and his present Secre-tnr- y

of State, the letter writer, In parallel
columns. Wi M.i am L. Harrison.

Xkw York, January 23.

The Kiirest limil.
r'niiii the San t'ranrlwa Chrnniele.

The rare! plart In the world erowii In
Hawaii, It I' the sllversw ord. lis very
inline Is odd and unuMial, at onro Hrouilnff
the eurlmlt) and the Interent nf the (trancer
win) rlouneH to hoar of It, It Is a inu tin- -

UK" urnwih, the Ioiib. llkj. uray leaven nf
whleh ulve It ll peculiar name. The reason
for Its rarity l thai It Is found only on the
innul liiareessllitr slopes of tho volcauoeM 0f
this Kruun of Islands.

l'roni 111" earliest times it has been
and gremly admired by the trttlvo

Ilawallaus who called It "ahlnahlna" (gray
headed 1, because Ibey had never. Iierore llie
ronilnat of the while man. neen sliver, and
therefore rnu'd not apply in ihe plant the
cosnotnen which so well describes It

fi

THE CASE OF THE DACIA.

The Facts, the lam and the Slgnlllrnnce
of Her Transfer,

To Tim IioiTon ok Tins HUN air; Tho
facts in regard to the Dacla arc ns fol- -

nor oi rori Ariiuir, icxas, wnein sue iu- -

rived on July 28 last. Klio lias slncn been
sold to li. N. Ilreltung and who Is now to
be used to carry cargo of cotton to
Germany.

The International Invv, so far ns there Is
any governing the matter, Is ns follows:

The practice used lo he to regard tile
s.ilo of belllgereent vessels lo neutrals in
anticipation of or during war as Invalid.
Ily the Declaration of London of 1H03 It
wns provided by Artlclo LVI, that :

The transfer of an enemy vessel In n
neutral flair, effected after the opening of
hostilities. Is void unless It Is proved that
such transfer wa not made In order In
evade tho consequences which the enemy
character of Ihe vessel would Involve. There
Is, however, absolute presumption that tho
transfer Is void; it) If the transfer has been
made durlnr a voyage, or In n blockaded
port; C) If there Is a right of redemption
or of reversion.

If there. Is a willingness on the part of
Americans to prollt by the Huropean war
in n way to raise disturbing and ominous
queslloiis of law with tho Allies, this al-

leged sale and use of the Dacla might
be condoned and availed of.

If there Is 11 desire on the part of the
Administration to express the sentiment
of SO per cent, of the American people, It
will bo frowned on.

Tho Insistence of the Administration
upon the passage of the shipping bill,
which will enable Germans to cash In
their Interned vessels, makes it seem as
If the tit sire of our Government was to
Indicate at least some sympathy for the
Germans and Austrlans as against the
Allies.

Are we for or against this?
Lawkknck Godkin.

Nkw York, Jnnuary 23.

THIS FORTUNATE LAND.

then the Cost nf Hitch Living Should
Not Affright L's.

To tiih Kditor ok Tub Hun Sir: It Is
by no means adinltted generally that the
existence of open retail markets has re-
duced by 11 large percentage price of
foodstuffs in all sections of Manhattan,
&c. Open air pushcart markets now
exist In many localities where there Is a
demand for such mid these should
bo encouraged by tho city authorities. OI
course 1 have reference to foodstuffs only,
not the sale of miscellaneous

goods, such as clothes, fake lace, eio.
There Is no such thing as high cost of

living, It Is the cost of high living. Most
people live like lighting cocks, and It
comes high. Da luxo methcsls of mer-
chandising arc tho order of tho day. Or-
der by telephone ; Instantaneous delivery
by coachmen and footmen, plus the deadly
moratorium, that Is, charge It; In short,
this Is a paper big community.

There Is now no law against the desire
of people to make their purchases In per-
son for cash and carry goods home with
them, ns uted to be the style yours ago.

This cry of free rent, &c, Is mislead-
ing. The retailer doing n yearly busi-
ness of from ir.O.OOU to $130,000, paylnir
$1,000 to $2,000 rent, has an expense of
l'l to 2 per cent, on cost of goods. The
retailer charges a piollt uccordlng to ser-
vice. This Is proved by tho varying prices
In different stores In different localities,
according lo service rendered. Chain gro-
cery nnd butcher shops are everywhere.
Reduced to plain terms, tho rent would
only mean nbout one-four- th per cent, a
dozen eggs, one-Ilft- h per cent, a pound of
sugar. sc. According to some of the par-
lor socialists one would think that rent
used mi one-ha- lf of the selling price.

Furthermore, I notice no one saying
anything about Kuropean conditions; for
Instance, all food pays a surtax before it
is allowed to be sold either In Paris, Vi-

enna, Huriapest, Arc. This country does
not know how well off It Is In cheapness
and variety of food. Faddists will soon
tase a cropper lit linn vouoli ui Mull an
Industry. New worker.

Nkw York. January 23.

QUEENS OF YESTERDAY.

Further Itccollectlons of Two Well
Actresses.

To tiik Kpitor ok Tiik St'N Sir: Ad
eordinir to my recollection "Lato Sixties'
Is somewhat mixed. As he says, Lydla
Thompson appeared at Woods Museum
In the burlesiiue of "lxlon," but us the
leader of n quartet known as the Ilrlt
is!) Hlondes." This foursome Included
Lydla Thompson, Paulino Mnrkham, Kllza
Webber and Ada, whose Inst name I do
not now recollect. Another member of
the company was Harry Ileckct, a come
dlnn whose Jokes were well appreciated
by tho theatregoers of the day

This company later appeared at Nlblo's
Garden Theatre In a burlesque of the
"Forty Thieves

The "Ulack Crook" was first produced
lu New York city by Jarrett and Palmer
at Nlblo's Garden lu tsfifi, several years
prior to the arrival of Pauline Mnrkham
In the I'nlted States,

The h'tnficla of the play nnd leader of
tile Amazontt was Annie Kemp.

Also Latk Hixtiks,
Canton, Ohio, January 22.

The Pauline of "Lrmlnle."
To tub Kpitor oe Tim Sun .Sir.-- It Is

too bad that "Lata Sixties" fell down III

the last paragraph of his Interesting letter
vviifM he said that "Years later Pauline
Mnrkham mado a name in "Urmlnle" at
the Cud ip."

This Is a mistake. The Pauline who
made the hit In "Mrmlnle" was Pauline
Hall, even then young enough to be Paul-
ine Markhnm's daughter. If not tier grand
daughter. oni: of TUB OlTi Hoys.

Nkw York, January 23.

Miss Markhnm's Velvet Voice.
To tiik ICiiitor or Tub Sun .Sir; "Late

Sixties" says Paulino Markhim was called
"velvet Milced In celebration of the little
Hbe had to sa.v.

lie Is certainly mistaken. She was
called "velvet voiced" because she hud a
remarkably swtet voice, remaikabln even
for those days, of a quality now never
heard at all.

Sho w.ts also beautiful pb slcally.
was also Lydla Thompson, who was
splendid actress.

l.lza Webber was a good actress too anil
up to date in ever lespeot. II

Nnvv York, January 23.

The Arms nf Venus.
To tiik ICtiiTon ok Tun Sun -.- Sir.- "Late

Sixties" la a little mixed In his recollec
tions of Pauline Markham. I saw her sev
eral times during her later years or the
stage, ouco or twice lu "blood and thun
der" pl.i)s at small then ties, nnd at least
once In a tmrlesmio show at Hvde & lleh
man's theatre In Mrooklyn. She did verv
little singing and less dancing, hut seemed
to be a sort of central llgute for the lent
or the company to play around

"Late Sixties" has ronfused her with
Miss Pauline Hull, who was a co-st- with
Francis Wilson lu Inn original pioducllon
of "Hrinlnle" at tip" ("mlno. where she
rang the part of Krmliilo during the piece's
long run.

lie is right about Miss Markliam lead-
ing Ihe march in the "Ulack Crook," where
her arms worn likened to "the lost arms
of the Venus of Mllo."

An 01.11 GAt.i.Kitr Gon.
llr.00Ki.TN, January 23.

Time hi liciil iiol.) .

Fimti the I'tirti lieuiverat
Itetenlly .1 gentleman who travels out of

Pai U wan lu Ibe Kentucky Mountains, sixty
mllei from a 11II1 o.nt. A man asked him the
lino. The gentleman looked nt his watch,
and lold Ihe Imiulrer "That's railroad
time nln't II?" anked the man.

"Yes," said the Paris man.
"Well, we don't go by railroad time up

here." said the man. "we go b) s.m time
'cause we are closer to ihe sun Ihan we. a e
to the railroad "

SAYS ALDERMEN GAIN

DIGNITY AND POWER

I'lvsitlent .MeAnciiy, Hp view intr.
Y hip's Uccord, Sees Kchmhis

for Sid isfncl ion.

dktails aciiii:vi;.mi;m

Itevlewlng yesterday the uehleve:nr ij

of the Hoard of Aldermen during be e,r
tOU President George MeAheiiy said i u
the people of uhls city cannot fait t,, e.
11 genuine satisfaction ill the treord

"ll is it lecoiil," he said, "that o- ih
more Impressive when one recall- - the i

esteem la which the Ablermt 11 win
only n few jears ago. II Is appar.ni "1
the boaid has progrcsned far sunt in.
time eight ycais ago when the New ,, k
Charter t'onnnlssloii reported that 1 it ,
Aldermen from many distrain ,

'municipally paid agents of local poll'a.u
lenders,' It Is work of the kind dom ..on
year that may be expected to put an t I

to the demand for the abolition ot the
board. It Is not too much to say tn.it
Kho present board has scored a genuine
permanent advance in New lork s munu -

lp.il government.
illllldlng code revision codlllcatlon

ordinances and tho rlllclcnt tlltsjb.irgc f
Its Hna11cl.11 functions stund out ok-i-

prominently among the board' achieve
ments of the year. There are, nowevci,

number of other Items on tho credit
side, us for example, tho provision f "
punishment of promoters of fraudulent
fire sales and removal sales; the unearth-
ing of frauds In tho constitutional con
vcutlon election ; the transfer to proper
executive departments of the Issuanco of
permits for street privileges ; added pro
tec: Ion to tho public health by the
strengthening of tho sanitary code; the
Improvement of the motion picture law
thu abandonment of Fulton Market and
tho provision of places for open inarktt- -

elsowheie, and the better regulation u;
street trafllc.

A moHt slgnlflcnnl act of tho Alder
men early last year was tho surrender
all power with regard to the Issuance
of licenses and permits, formerly ui
board spent a good pnrt of its time vol
Ing solemnly upon applications, for nei
inlts for newsstands, nwnltigH, wooden In
dians, barber poles and ho oh through
a long list of sidewalk concessions. A

visitor in the gallery might hear air
Tuesday the legislative body of tho se,
ond city In the world deliberating upon
whether or no; to allow a two foot shelf
along the front of .omc building. It was
not only 11 frivolous procedure. It was of
doubtful legality. Now this aort of bus.- -

netts no longer occupies the board, but has
been turned over to tho executive depart
ments where It belongs.

'Great credit belongs to Majorlt
Leader Curran and tho men who hav-

worked wltli him bo loyally and in
dustrloitHlj. Un Important mutters, tin
fusion forces have acted ns nn tlllckct
unit, yet without the surrender of indi
vidual freedom whenever any Aldertua
chose to exercise It. The mlnorHy nit-
undcr the leadership of Mr. Howling, has
displayed a most commendable spirit 01

cooperation In much of the most Impoi
tant legislation undertaken by the board

'The average attendance at the meet
Ings was 76 out of a total membership ..f
19. and the attendance at the commute
meetings was In like proportion.

A year ngo the building code revision
wns pointed out its perhaps the mo
urgent of the problems before the Ablt--

men. I'Virmer boards had appointed con.
mission after commission and pioducei
draft after draft, but had never cnaclt.
a code. They had spent $300,000 of tn,
public funds lu this futile work. Tin
present board detailed n recognized c.
pert to work out tho proper kind of build
Ing regulations nnd tho tusk lies been uci
formed In a systematic and orderly man
Her. Tho code Is taken up artlclo by
article, and public hearings are held upon
each. Three articles have already been
enacted on plumbing, partition femes
and fire limits. The other articles .11 e
nearly ready and they will undoubtedly b.
pressed to passage In the coniln- - weeks
New York city will then have what
should have had several years ugo, an up
to date code, based upon principles tli.c
are technically correct and dealing falriy
with every Interest at stake.

"Tho handling of reuuests for revenue
bond Issues tins been a striking ftatur.
The revenue bond is nn emergency tlev
ami Its use admittedly should bo guarded
with great care. Tlo linanco committee
has devoted thorough study to all applica-
tions and In Its work of scrutiny has ob-

tained tho cooperation of other city
departments, notably the Finance Depart
ment. The result Is shown by tho follow-
ing table of revenue bonds Issued tn the
last four years:
mil 11,997,11.
1912 1.7JM94
1913 1,H7.1
1914 (40,304

Somo of tho other achievements of the
Aldermen were thus enumerated by Presi
dent McAneny :

Ordinance to prevent fraudulent ad-
vertising, protection of tho sick by the
prohibition of undue noises in tho streets,
establishment of the municipal employ-
ment bureau, strengthening the speed
ordinandi by Imposing n two days Instead
of one day ImprlHonmeut, near side stop
for street cjirs, tatlllghts on all vehicles,
reasonable vacations for city employees
and "the granting of power to tho Com-
missioner of LIcensoH lo minimize tho
ticket speculator nuisance."

FIRST STEP IN SERVICE INQUIRY.

.Senitfor Mills .Muken Stttdj- - of
Oilier Here,

William I lay ward, counsel for the legis
latlvo committee Investigating the Pub!
Service Commission, and Senator tlgden
L. Mills of tho eoiumltteo visited H"
olllccs of the commission yesierduy and
looked over the. ground prcparsiory t"
beginning the Investigation. Travis .1
Whitney, secretary of the commission,
met them at tho olllccs nnd explained 10

them the filing and lecordlng systems aid
other details of nttlro inanngenient

Later lu the day Mr. liny ward had a

conference with (lov. Whitman relat
to the programme to be followed 111 the
inquiry. Mr. Ilayward will go to v

tinny 1 In will attend ,1 meet in.-o-

the Investigating committee "here
0 o'clock It Is planned tn iieg

the hearings III New York on Wt incs
morning-

The illcdlotl of the use of Ibe
chamber In the City Hall for t e

hearings, It Is expected, will be de
by the Hoard of Aldermen

MADE IN U. S. A. LEAGUE GROWS.

TliiMisniiil Prominent W an
.loin Njitliintil I'tiiiiiiiMlec.

Wahiiinuton, Jan. LM - l.n thou" . "t
prominent women repicseutina all e

tlolis of the country were added to
national committee of the woman's "
tlonal "Made lu li. S. A. League'

Mrs, Htlul H.irryniulo Colt, m
actress, Joined the us bono a v

patron. Mls Anna Jurvls of I'hilade,
phla, founder of Mothers Pa, bn .1 e
an hononity chairman and said. "I 11

gladly .ml the league's splendid '

Mrs. James Whltcotnb, wife ui Uit Gov-

ernor of llrrgoii, pledged her cooperatln
inn! plum. scil to M'l'vu ah an hoionry
pat on of the league.

Puiin.' the general conference ot
national committee heic on Apill 7 ,1

ceptlon will be held nt which the go-
will be leipiesleil to wen lolhc f

American manufacture. The ohi.--u w

be American music by Asbei n in con
pose-s and the menu mil be ir.Ui)
American.
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